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PAPREN Coordinating Center Announced
We are thrilled to announce that the UMass Chan Medical School (UMass
Chan) in collaboration with the University of Illinois Chicago (UIC) were once
again selected to co-lead the Physical Activity Policy Research and Evaluation
Network (PAPREN). West Virginia University (WVU) will also be co-leading the
Network for the 2024-2029 cycle. PAPREN is funded by the U.S. Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention’s Division of Nutrition, Physical Activity and
Obesity through the Prevention Research Center Special Interest Project
mechanism.

The PAPREN Coordinating Center will be led by three Multi-Principal
Investigators and a Coordinator:

Stephenie Lemon, PhD
UMass Chan

Multi-PI

Jamie Chriqui, PhD
UIC

Multi-PI

Christiaan Abildso, PhD
WVU

Multi-PI

We invite PAPREN members to stay
tuned for a presentation this fall
about the goals and structure of this
new round of PAPREN and how we
hope to collaborate to continue to
advance the work of PAPREN over
the next five-year funding period.

Karin Valentine Goins, MPH
UMass Chan

https://papren.org/
http://www.papren.org
https://www.cdc.gov/prc/index.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/physicalactivity/activepeoplehealthynation/index.html
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=3864fa2b-2cd6-446d-a5ab-4ba6b5c1c8b8


Coordinator

Events
Upcoming Webinar: The Safe Systems Pyramid: Treating Traffic Deaths Like
an Epidemic
October 15, 2:00 ET (America Walks)
Register

Upcoming Webinar: Q4 Event - Interdisciplinary Approaches in Workplace
Wellbeing
Thursday, October 17 2:45 ET (Wellbeing Think Tank)
Register

Upcoming Webinar: Crafting Safe Spaces for Every Step with Every Trip
Thursday, October 10, 10:30 ET (Maryland Department of Transportation)
Register

Upcoming Webinar: Sidewalks to Safety: Ensuring Secure Routes for
Students
Thursday, October 17, 10:30 ET (Maryland Department of Transportation)
Register

Go to PAPREN Events calendar

Work Groups
 

Parks & Green Space

Meeting time: Last
Mondays 12-1 ET/11-12
CT/10-11 MT/9-10 PT
Next meeting: TBA

Learn More

 

Equity & Inclusion

Meeting time: 1st Tuesdays
3-4 ET/2-3 CT/1-2 MT/12-1
PT
Next meeting: TBA

Learn More

Transportation Policy
& Planning

Meeting time: 2nd Mondays
1-2 ET/12-1 CT/11-1 MT/10-
11 PT
Next meeting: TBA

Learn More

Business/Industry

https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_LJgotjAuStq6JZGXMgz1aA#/registration
https://wellbeingthinktank-160.my.webex.com/webappng/sites/wellbeingthinktank-160.my/meeting/register/dcf116f91b8641b29d0c60beee2f60fd?ticket=4832534b00000007996bda29144823e31e165141172b103ed843e8010eb36b7b7068c287f6c58d25&timestamp=1727971393157&RGID=r2fd52bedf03b7b3b0492c35daca9439c
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/9517238202011/WN_xQwJhwmjRtK75tn_SNnARA?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=#/registration
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/8317238203725/WN_hUizd9q3QveFPFNNIlmvdg?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=#/registration
https://papren.org/events/
https://papren.org/papren-work-groups/parks-and-green-space-work-group/
https://papren.org/papren-work-groups/equity-and-resilience-work-group/
https://papren.org/papren-work-groups/transportation-work-group/


Meeting day/time:
1st Fridays 1-2 ET/12-1
CT/11-12 MT/10-11 PT
Next meeting: TBA

Learn More

School Wellness

Meeting time:
2nd Tuesdays 2-3 ET/1-2
CT/12-1 MT/11-12 PT
Next meeting: Sept 10
Federal school nutrition
updates (Stacy Viera,
USDA)

Learn More

Rural Active Living

Meeting time: 2nd
Wednesdays 1-2 ET/12-1
CT/11-12 MT/10-11 PT
Next meeting: TBA

Learn More

Announcements
Call for Peer Reviewers: Active Living Conference
ActivEnviro is currently seeking individuals to serve as part of a Peer Review
Panel for the Active Living Conference. While proposals have already been
assigned for the 2025 Conference, there may be a need for additional
reviewers in case of conflicts or for late-breaking poster submissions. If you're
interested in serving as a back-up reviewer for ALC2025 or being added to the
pool for future conferences, please contact Amanda Walker at
amandaw@activenviro.org. Feel free to recommend any colleagues who may
be a good fit for this role as well!

Obesity-Related Policy, Systems, and Environmental Research in the U.S.
(OPUS): The National Collaborative on Childhood Obesity Research (NCCOR)
is hosting the second installment of the popular Obesity-Related Policy,
Systems, and Environmental Research in the U.S. (OPUS) virtual workshop
series on October 9–10, 2024. OPUS II will focus on advanced methodologies
and innovative approaches for equity-centered, community-engaged
interventions to address childhood obesity. Attendees will gain valuable
insights into new strategies for evaluating policy, systems, and environmental
(PSE) interventions that may not fit traditional randomized controlled trials.
Don’t miss this opportunity to engage with leading researchers and
practitioners in the field of childhood obesity prevention. Register now to
secure your spot and contribute to meaningful discussions that will shape the
future of obesity research.

Wellbeing Think Tank Call for Proposals for the 2025 Program Year: The
Wellbeing Think Tank focuses on elevating the work of professionals who have
dedicated their careers to improving the health and wellbeing of workers and
employers. We collaborate with experts who are passionate about using
evidence-based practices to improve both individual and organizational
wellbeing from a variety of disciplines. Collectively we work together to educate
and guide organizations on achieving a culture of health and wellbeing.
Presenting a session offers you the chance to share your expertise in
workplace wellbeing while expanding your professional network.

Strava Metro for Academic Researchers: Strava Metro is launching a new
grant program just for academic researchers and college and university
students working on projects that improve human-powered transport in their
communities, both urban and rural.
 

https://papren.org/papren-work-groups/worksite-work-group/
https://papren.org/papren-work-groups/school-wellness-work-group/
https://papren.org/papren-work-groups/rural-active-living-work-group/
https://www.activenviro.org/
https://www.activenviro.org/activelivingconference
mailto:amandaw@activenviro.org
https://fhi360-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_93LMU_ukTy6pLr5_zeDcmg#/registration
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-zYco-miDBijeShdmQG_8_4dLzmufGaR/view
https://www.strava.com/clubs/231407/posts/32218967


2025 National Brownfields Training Conference, Call for Ideas: The
conference happens August 5-8, 2025 in Chicago, IL. Submit your ideas for
dynamic educational sessions that encourage conversation and participation
from fellow attendees. A great session will motivate brownfields stakeholders
to engage, learn, and share their experiences and knowledge of community
revitalization challenges and solutions. If you have a brownfields success story
or knowledge and experience in brownfields topics, this is your chance to
share it with your colleagues. The Call for Ideas will close on December 20,
2024 at 11:59pm ET.

Job Opportunities
Open Rank Faculty Position in Kinesiology, Physical Activity, Public
Health, and Prevention Science, Penn State University: The Pennsylvania
State University Department of Kinesiology, housed in the College of Health
and Human Development, is actively seeking applications for a tenure-track or
tenured faculty position, rank open. This position will be co-funded by the
university's Social Sciences Research Institute. The selected candidate will
play a pivotal role in advancing leadership within the department and college
focused on research and teaching in physical activity, public health, and
prevention science as well as advancing social and behavioral science
research across the university and nationally. The responsibilities also include
teaching undergraduate and graduate level courses, mentoring graduate
students and supervising their theses/dissertations, conducting research,
writing for publication and external grant funding, participating in department
governance, and service to the department, university, and disciplinary field.
Review of applications will begin in the fall, 2024 and continue until a suitable
candidate is identified.

Assistant Professor – Physical Activity and Mental Health, Utah State
University: The Department of Kinesiology and Health Science at Utah State
University (USU) seeks an Assistant Professor to serve as an Extension
Specialist. The position will be housed on the USU Logan Campus and
includes statewide responsibilities. This 12-month, tenure-track, full-time
benefited position begins July 1, 2025. We seek applicants with research
and teaching expertise in physical activity and mental health. Scientists
with an academic background in kinesiology, public health, psychology, human
development, or other relevant fields are encouraged to apply. We are
particularly interested in candidates who can support the state of Utah in
addressing youth mental health and wellness, teen suicide prevention, and
related public health needs tied to emotional and social health. Expectations for
this position include a 65% role assignment in Extension to develop and extend
statewide outreach education and applied research, and coordinate programs
with Extension county faculty. There is also a 30% teaching role assignment
and a 5% role assignment in service. Review of applicants will begin October
15, 2024, and will continue until the position is filled. This position is eligible for
H-1B sponsorship.

Program Support Specialist, U.S. Department of Transportation Volpe
National Transportation Systems Center: The Volpe Center seeks several
Program Support Specialists to provide analytical support to division projects,
financial management, human resource management, business operations
and other administrative functions. The ideal candidate will be exceptionally
proactive, detail-oriented, and thrive in a fast-paced environment. Must have

https://gobrownfields.org/call-for-ideas/
https://www.higheredjobs.com/faculty/details.cfm?JobCode=178926631
https://careers-usu.icims.com/jobs/8272/job?mobile=false&width=1227&height=500&bga=true&needsRedirect=false&jan1offset=-300&jun1offset=-240
https://www.usajobs.gov/job/808552200


excellent analytical and organizational skills with demonstrated ability to
improve process efficiencies and manage a diverse workload consisting of a
mix of office management and project management support for the assigned
division. To see the work of the various divisions please visit our website:
https://www.volpe.dot.gov/our-work

Built Environment Coordinator, State of Colorado, Department of Public
Health and the Environment: The Built Environment Coordinator provides
expertise and builds partnerships to advance community-level, public health,
and built environment policies and practices to promote healthy
communities. The position promotes awareness and implementation of
evidence-based policies, systems, and practices to address the social
determinants of health, such as safe active transportation systems, quality
parks, housing, and social connectedness to support healthy behaviors for the
prevention of obesity, cancer, chronic disease, injury, and violence. This
position collaborates with other Prevention Services Division programs and
across the Department to further built environment goals. This position is only
open to Colorado state residents. As a term-limited position, the anticipated
expiration date is September 30, 2026 however, it could expire sooner. 

Vulnerable Roadway User (VRU) Program Outreach Manager, District of
Columbia Highway Safety Office: This position will lead efforts to protect
pedestrians, bicyclists, scooters, and other forms of micro-mobility. This skilled
communication will lead efforts at community events, in various task forces,
and other community-centered strategies to help the HSO shift our culture.
Apply by October 8, 2024.

Student Research Assistants, University of Nebraska Lincoln: The Dev
Research and Extension Lab, housed in the Department of Child, Youth and
Family Studies at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln on City Campus, seeks
undergraduate and/or graduate students to assist with research data collection
and data entry. The mission of the lab is to empower childcare programs to
implement evidence-based best practices in the childcare setting. Current
research priorities include improving children’s health, nutrition, and wellness.

Funding Opportunities
FY25 EPA Brownfields Grant: Grant guidelines are now available for the U.S.
EPA’s Fiscal Year 2025 Assessment, Revolving Loan, and Cleanup Grants.
These grants may be used to address sites contaminated by petroleum and
hazardous substances, pollutants, or contaminants (including hazardous
substances co-mingled with petroleum). All applications are due Thursday,
November 14, 2024. 

People for Bikes’ Bike Industry Community Grant: This grant prioritizes
projects that improve community City Ratings scores by building connections
in low-stress bikeway networks or improving access to recreational amenities.
Letter of Interest due: Friday, Oct. 11, 2024.

FY 2024 Public Transportation on Indian Reservations (Tribal Transit)
Program: The Federal Transit Administration (FTA) has made available more
than $9 million in competitive grants for its FY 2024 Public Transportation on
Indian Reservations (Tribal Transit) Program. The program is open to
Federally recognized Indian Tribes and Alaska Native Villages, groups, or

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.volpe.dot.gov%2Four-work&data=05%7C02%7CKarinValentine.Goins%40umassmed.edu%7Ced67eab91f9243579e3108dcd1c6227d%7Cee9155fe2da34378a6c44405faf57b2e%7C0%7C0%7C638615896166963607%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=WPrkAWcX0p9N0CAT91MzoCyZZgaIfBRBeq1iQ3la%2FJ4%3D&reserved=0
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/colorado/jobs/4654016/built-environment-coordinator
https://careers.dc.gov/psc/erecruit/EMPLOYEE/HRMS/c/HRS_HRAM_FL.HRS_CG_SEARCH_FL.GBL?Page=HRS_APP_JBPST_FL&Action=U&FOCUS=Applicant&SiteId=1&JobOpeningId=27654&PostingSeq=1&
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/4fa61sgl85ya0nsg0zkwn/UNL-EAT-Family-Style-Position-Description_Fall-2024.pdf?rlkey=a8eqgfvokrenrvjjqwyzaaav2&st=hj0oyf7h&dl=0
https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/marc-grant-application-resources#Open Solicitations
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsecure.railstotrails.org%2Fsite%2FR%3Fi%3D4TkfokAdM3GJmO61wrJo1W-vHtIBw3Jj7V11Xi2BwUoE5ji5yG4dqw&data=05%7C02%7Ckarinvalentine.goins%40umassmed.edu%7Cf4df5676721441bbd0bc08dcd35e7368%7Cee9155fe2da34378a6c44405faf57b2e%7C0%7C0%7C638617649917328977%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zYN%2Fw24sCwUvFORXJOQx7BnwW22DvhowmWvGCYwfnm8%3D&reserved=0
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communities as identified by the U.S. Department of the Interior (DOI) Bureau
of Indian Affairs (BIA). Eligible activities include planning, capital, and operating
assistance for tribal transit services in rural areas. Applications must be
submitted by November 13, 2024.

Bloomberg Philanthropies’ Asphalt Art Initiative has supported 90 asphalt
art projects in North American and European cities; improving street safety,
revitalizing public space, and sparking collaboration and civic engagement.
Cities with populations of 50,000 or more are invited to apply for up to
$100,000 to implement high-impact, large-scale asphalt art projects. Awardees
will also receive a full suite of resources to help design, implement, and
analyze projects. Attend a virtual information session on October 28, 2024, and
apply by January 31, 2025.

New Resources
New Research
Lenstra, N, Franklin, H, Dieckmann, NF, Andreyeva, E, Maddock, J, Seguin-
Fowler, RA, Winkle, J, Perry, CK (2024) Assessing the Readiness of Rural
Public Libraries to Implement Public Health Programs. Journal of Community
Health, September 6; doi: 10.1007/s10900-024-01402-0.

Moyers-Kinsella, S., Abildso, C., & Eades, D. (2024). Brownfields to
Healthfields: a Retrospective Ripple Effect Mapping Evaluation in Three Rural
Communities. Journal of Healthy Eating and Active Living, 4(2), 79-91. doi:
10.51250/jheal.v4i2.76

Holman, Dawn M.; Jones, Sherry Everett; Cornett, Kelly A.; Mouhanna, Farah.
Association Between Sports Team Participation and Sunburn Among U.S.
High School Students, National Youth Risk Behavior Survey, 2021. Journal of
the Dermatology Nurses’ Association 16(5):p 173-176, 9/10 2024. | DOI:
10.1097/JDN.0000000000000806

New Resources
Promising Practices to Address Road Safety among People Experiencing
Homelessness: The Federal Highway Administration published a new case
study that highlights how State and local transportation agencies and
professionals are implementing strategies to address the road safety needs of
people experiencing homelessness, a population that experiences significant
disparities in roadway fatalities, as part of their work to reach the goal of zero
deaths. The case study shares information on seven promising practices. Each
promising practice includes a description, suggested actions to implement the
promising practice, and examples of how State and local transportation
agencies are implementing them.

Fact Sheet: Bolstering Daily School Attendance Through Transportation:
This fact sheet was jointly developed by the U.S. Department of Education and
the U.S. Department of Transportation to bolster daily school attendance
through transportation. The fact sheet includes promising strategies to reduce
chronic absenteeism by increasing students’ access to safe, accessible,
reliable transportation to and from school, including riding a bus, walking, or
biking.

Active People, Healthy NationSM Walkability Action Institute Video: The

https://asphaltart.bloomberg.org/grants/?mc_cid=8ac127b5a0&mc_eid=307628a8b5
https://bloombergdotorg.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAsf-ygrTwpG9JwpTcVy5_Qq1A57YG5ztEF?mc_cid=8ac127b5a0&mc_eid=307628a8b5#/registration
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10900-024-01402-0
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https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdoi.org%2F10.51250%2Fjheal.v4i2.76&data=05%7C02%7CKarinValentine.Goins%40umassmed.edu%7C153621dbfb314f60b9d508dce2f51e73%7Cee9155fe2da34378a6c44405faf57b2e%7C0%7C0%7C638634789687478129%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rB0gRyagstHfsJeXv9AF5Si9LW%2BJvqTaQfoJu5SLgL8%3D&reserved=0
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https://www.transit.dot.gov/regulations-and-programs/access/ccam/about/fact-sheet-bolstering-daily-school-attendance-through
https://chronicdisease.org/cahc/wai/
https://chronicdisease.org/cahc/wai/
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National Association of Chronic Disease Directors (NACDD) revamped their
Active People, Healthy NationSM Walkability Action Institute (WAI) website
featuring a WAI video. WAIs are multi-day courses led by the nation’s top
experts for interdisciplinary teams including representatives from public health,
transportation, planning, elected officials, and other disciplines, to develop
team action plans. NACDD offers three course models: WAI, Walkability Virtual
Academy (WVA), and Hybrid WAI/WVA.

Redevelopment Benefits of Adopting a Complete Streets Approach
(Department of Housing and Urban Development): This resource explores
how Complete Streets can enhance housing development, improve safety, and
increase real estate values. It notes that $600 million invested in 26 projects
spurred $6 billion in neighborhood redevelopment. The report reviews potential
policies to reinvest this value and address adverse outcomes such as
residential displacement.

Pedestrians First: Tools for a Walkable City: In order to expand the
measurement of walkability to more places and to promote a better
understanding of walkability, the Institute for Transportation & Development
Policy has developed Pedestrians First. This tool will facilitate the
understanding and the measurement of the features that promote walkability in
urban environments around the world at multiple levels.

Community Violence Prevention Resource for Action: A Compilation of
the Best Available Evidence for Youth and Young Adults: CDC released
the Community Violence Prevention Resource for Action: A Compilation of the
Best Available Evidence for Youth and Young Adults to help communities and
states focus on strategies with the greatest potential to prevent violence and
promote health and safety. This prevention resource brings together examples
based on the best available evidence. It outlines seven strategies to prevent
community violence to ensure everyone can live in safe, healthy, and thriving
communities.

Updated CDC Program Evaluation Framework: Kidder DP, Fierro LA, Luna
E, et al. CDC Program Evaluation Framework, 2024. MMWR Recomm Rep
2024;73(No. RR-6):1–37. DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.15585/mmwr.rr7306a1

Mastermind Group for Weight Loss Medications in Fitness is seeking new
members. The group aims promote interdisciplinary professional development
among the health professionals working with the medications and patients
taking medications.

Do you have resources, published papers, job opportunities or other
announcements you'd like to share with the Network?

Email us!

PAPREN Coordinating Center
PI: Stephenie Lemon, PhD, UMass Chan Medical School
PI: Jamie Chriqui, PhD, University of Illinois at Chicago
Coordinator: Karin Valentine Goins, MPH, UMass Chan Medical School
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